
Candy Leigh Scarberry and Nicholas Richard Bell 
Sunday, the 23rd of October, 2005. 

Officiant: Rev. Theodore Joslin, D. Div.  

Prelude  

Benediction: Welcome to all the friends and family of Candy and Nick. Just as this 
lake reflects the trees and sky of a beautiful day, we are gathered to reflect the love 
that Candy and Nick have for each other. This is a ceremony of celebration and 
commitment where their love is sanctified through your presence and affirmation. 
We’ve come together to encircle them in our encouragement and devotion, just as 
they devote themselves to each other and encourage each other along the 
wonderful path ahead of them.  

Being together in this way, as friends, family and community, is a great gift for 
Candy and Nick, and they are deeply thankful for joining with them on this day of 
days. Let us prepare for their ceremony in prayer: 

“O Holy One, the creator of all life, we seek today to affirm the vows of love 
between Candy Leigh Scarberry and Nicholas Richard Bell. They come before You 
and their beloved community to exchange a covenant made blessed through the 
hard work of love, and to illuminate all their days ahead in the ever-renewing spirit 
of this commitment. They enter this ceremony through your compassion, and may 
they depart from it through your strength. AMEN.”   

Procession 

Preface to Matrimony:  

Welcome, my friends, to this day of your blessed union. You come to this moment 
of your own free will, though much thought and discussion. You are ready for this, 
and those assembled today as your family and friends are grateful for all that you 
are, and all that you do. They reflect you so wonderfully. 

Candy and Nick, fate happened to schedule you for one long shift at work a few 
years ago, which has somehow turned into this ceremony of pledging to work an 
even longer shift together. Candy, on that day Nick thought you were someone he 
could talk to for hours. I am sure you’ve met that quota by now.  



Nick, Candy was overcome by the depth of your eyes as you peered over your books 
at her. Right now, she is overjoyed at where those eyes have led her. You love, and 
trust, and respect each other very much.  Nick, Candy says you can find great 
laughter in the mundane, and sharing in every moment with you is a gift. Candy, 
Nick says that you are more alive than anyone he knows, and you truly understand 
him.  

Your time together is very special to you both. Candy, Nick really loves the way you 
sing hits and flops from the 80s and techno dance wildly with freakish abandon. 
Nick, Candy finds it very amusing when you run through the house with your hair 
slicked back, lacking much in the way of skin coverage, mimicking historical 
tyrants and warlords. These are the good times. You’ve been dramatically changed 
by the other. Candy, you’ve given Nick a lightness and joyfulness he’s never 
encountered, and is discovering this newfound light every day. His character is bold 
and vibrant. Nick, you’ve given Candy peace, and your calming spirit has 
strengthened her, and enabled her to let go. She feels so grateful that she can truly 
be herself. And while you’ve been tested by tragedies, you both say that when you 
come home, you come home to love.  

Friends, all things in your lives come into balance today, symbolized by the ancient 
custom of giving rings and reciting vows, to each other and to your world. Love is 
what supports that balance, and it’s the power of that love that will be your guide 
as each day, you journey further down the path of your days on Earth together. The 
same love which makes you ripple with belly-laughs is the same love which may 
bring tears as you work to understand it. Love does not always make sense, in the 
same way a vivid sunset does not make sense; beauty is not always logical.  

The Matrimonial Charge 

The institution of marriage joins two hearts to one noble purpose, and your 
marriage may inspire those gathered today in your presence to do good work in 
your names. May it be so. Marriage does not seal love; it blesses its growth and, like 
a planted seed, gives it the right elements to emerge vibrantly, and to fruit and be 
bold throughout the seasons of our lives. May it be so. 

Candy and Nick are about to be transformed by the spirit of their devotion through 
their vows. During this time, I urge you to extend your prayers, hopes and wishes to 
them, right now, in a moment of silent prayer.  



The Exchange of Vows and Rings: Candy and Nick, now is just one moment on 
this path of togetherness. This moment will pass quickly, but its truth will resound 
throughout your lives. Are you ready? (Answer)  

On their first date, while they were playing a game of darts, Nick told Candy that 
he would kiss her that night, and he made good on that promise. Now is simply one 
fleeting minute that shall ring throughout their lives, just as that one little kiss did. 
This is a time of promise, of even deeper communion with the one they have 
chosen to share all the awe and wonder of their adventure. What better time for 
this than right now? 

On a sleeting night, Nick told Candy that she restored his faith in the world. Right 
now, we celebrate that faith together. Candy and Nick, just as you have done since 
that night, look with thankfulness into each other’s eyes and take hands, and 
Candy, repeat after me: 

I, Candy, choose you, Nicholas, as my husband./ We were born together,/ and 
together we shall be forevermore. / As we come together,/ the winds of the heavens 
dance between us. / Our love shall be as a moving sea between the shores of our 
souls./ I give my heart to you, / as we are contained by the same life. / The love I 
have for you shall be fulfilled by you, / As I vow to fulfill your love throughout our 
journey. / From this moment foreword, Nicholas, / our entwined love is made 
stronger through my vows to you. 

Now Nick, repeat after me: 

I, Nicholas, choose you, Candy, as my wife. / We were born together,/ and 
together we shall be forevermore. / As we come together,/ the winds of the heavens 
dance between us. / Our love shall be as a moving sea between the shores of our 
souls./ I give my heart to you, / as we are contained by the same life. / The love I 
have for you shall be fulfilled by you, / As I vow to fulfill your love throughout our 
journey. / From this moment foreword, Candy, / our entwined love is made 
stronger through my vows to you. 

Now take these rings, your chosen symbols of these vows, and look into each 
other’s eyes, saying “with this ring, I thee wed.” 

Candy: Nick, with this ring, I thee wed. 
Nick: Candy, with this ring, I thee wed. 



Blessing of the Marriage: By all that is sacred, throughout the grandeur of 
Creation, in the beauty of your smiles and through the hopes of your assembled 
community, I seek blessing upon Candy and Nick; may their love be reflected and 
inspired beyond them and through us. May this marriage be in communion with all 
goodwill; may it be shaped by friendship, by truthfulness, by joy. BLESSED BE.  

Pronouncement of Union: ALL RISE. Mr. and Mrs. Bell, by the authority vested 
in me by the Sanctuary of the Beloved and by the State of North Carolina, it is my 
pleasure to announce that you are indeed married, and you’ve done it with such 
finesse. Be glad as you hold each other, for you’ve found truth. You may now seal 
this good news with a kiss! Congratulations!  

Benediction and Recession: To Congregants: You may be seated. Candy and 
Nick, this ceremony is now over, but your journey has begun. Accept these Apache 
words as a parting benediction:  

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other. Now you will feel 
no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other. Now there will be no loneliness, for 
each of you will be companion to the other. Now you are two persons, but there is only 
one life before you. May beauty surround you both in the journey ahead and through all 
the years, May happiness be your companion and your days together be good and long 
upon the earth. 

Go now, husband and wife, let us all rejoice and let the good times roll! AMEN. 
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